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US protects Croat 
ethnic cleansers, 
bombs Milosevic 
for same crime 





THE WEST backed Croatia's ruler 
Franjo Tudjman during the Bosnian 
war. His regime is every bit as brutal 
as Milosevic's in Serbia. 

The West’s international war crimes 
tribunal says the Croatian army shot 
and shelled civilians and carried out the 
“ethnic cleansing” of 200,000 Serb civil¬ 
ians in Krajina during 1995. 

This all occurred under the direction 
of “retired” US military officers operat¬ 
ing in Croatia with the blessing of the 
Pentagon, America’s war HQ. 

Despite these war crimes, Nato still 
backs the Croatian regime. 

The Pentagon opposes any legal 
moves against the Croats named as war 
criminals by the tribunal, saying the 
shelling of Serb towns was “legitimate 
military action”. 

When Milosevic gave the same ex¬ 
cuse for his bloody terrorism in Kosovo, 
he was denounced by US president 
Clinton as a “new Hitler”. 

All this throws light on Nato’s real 
war aims. Clinton is using the Albanian 
victims of Milosevic’s terror as pawns in 
America’s battle to remain the supreme 
world power. 

Nato’s bombs will never bring a just 
peace to the Balkans. All the bombs will 
do is add to the misery and horror. 

Our slogans should be: • Nato out 
of the Balkans! • No NZ forces for the 
war! • Independence for Kosovo! • Stop 
the war! 

• MORE ON PACES 5-8 


















voices from the trenches 


Mounting protests against 
geneticaiiy modified food 



O MONSANTO COULD be spraying Roundup on 
genetically modified canola in NZ this spring 


by GRANT MORGAN 

A PROTEST at a Marlbor¬ 
ough salmon hatchery 
on 7 April demanded 
an end to "frankenfish" 
experiments. 

The 25 opponents of 
genetically modified food 
were picketing King Salm¬ 
on. Its Blenheim hatchery 
is home to genetic experi¬ 
ments to make salmon 
grow faster. 

The protest was organ¬ 
ised by the youth action 
section of the Green Party, 
the Wild Greens. 

They said that King 
Salmon’s genetically modi¬ 
fied fish might be able to 
escape into the wild. 

Company spokesperson 
Stewart Hawthorn said 
some of the fish were grow¬ 
ing at rates twice those of 
normal salmon. 

But he said no geneti¬ 
cally modified salmon were 
yet on sale or in the NZ 
food chain. 

The same can’t be said 
about Monsanto, one of 
the world’s dominant food 
monopolies. 

Monsanto has con¬ 


firmed that it plans the 
first mass planting of a 
commercial genetically 
modified crop in NZ. 

Come spring, the com¬ 
pany will plant thousands 
of acres of Roundup Ready 
canola in the bottom of the 
South Island. 

Phillida Bunkle, the 
Alliance’s environmental 
spokesperson, called for 
protests against this first 
commercial release of a 
genetically modified crop. 

“It poses unacceptable 
risks to the environment 


and the human food chain,” 
she said. 

She pointed to scientific 
studies showing that bees 
feeding on genetically mod¬ 
ified canola plants only live 
halt as long as those feeding 
on normal crops. 

The risk of modified 
genes from Roundup 
Ready crops spreading 
to normal crops has led 
the French government to 
impose a moratorium on 
the commercial planting 
of genetically modified 
canola. 


A growing number of 
people in this country are 
prepared to take part in 
protests against genetically 
modified food. 

Late last month, 20 
Rage members picketed 
Foodtown’s supermarket 
in the Auckland suburb of 
Grey Lynn. 

Rage stands for Revolt 
against Genetic Engineer¬ 
ing. 

The protesters present¬ 
ed a letter to the supermar¬ 
ket manager outlining their 
concerns. 

“We asked him to take 
into account the concerns 
of consumers who want 
genetic engineering-free 
food,” said Rage spokes¬ 
person Roseane Bush. 

Rage wants the with¬ 
drawal of all genetically 
modified food by the year 
2000, and interim labelling 
of consumer products. 

All the signs point to 
genetically modified food 
becoming a major bat¬ 
tleground between the 
profit-driven interests of 
the corporates and the 
public safety concerns of 
the majority of people. 


...AND NOT 
FORGETTING... 


ir TAUPO'S FIRST political 
demonstration in iiving 
memory took place on 10 
April. It protested against 
the pollution of the lake. 

Although only ten 
took part, the march at¬ 
tracted lots of support from 
onlookers. Placards read 
"Clean water not dirty prof¬ 
its" in a reference to the 
tourism industry's pollution 
of Lake Taupo for short¬ 
term profit gains. 

■A" A SMALL band of 
Albanians protested 
in Auckland on 9 April 
against Milosevic's ethnic 
cleansing in Kosovo. 

Two demonstrations 
had previously been held by 
members of the Serb com¬ 
munity against Nato's air 
strikes in Yugoslavia. 

What's needed are 
demonstrations calling for an 
end to Nato's bombing and 
suporting independence for 
Kosovo, a demand sidelined 
by Nato. 

A PROTEST against 
Apec will be held in 
Christchurch on 30 
April. Meet at Cathedral 
Square at 6pm. 

It's timed to coincide 
with meetings of ministers 
and officials from Apec 
states. Apec promotes 
the market despite all the 
misery market madness is 
causing around the globe. 


Angela leads race to bottom 


union 


by DON FRANKS 

"WHATTHE hell is SHf doing 
there!?" 

That was the reaction of 
many unionists to the appoint¬ 
ment of Council of Trade Un¬ 
ions secretary Angela Foulkes 
to National’s Apec Advisory 
Council. 

It’s a fair question. The 
Advisory Council is a high- 
powered group of millionaire 
business leaders, like the heads 
of Comalco and Carter Holt 
Harvey. 

Their brief is to drum up 
public support for Apec’s mar¬ 
ket policies. 

To this end, former All 
Black captain Sean Fitzpatrick 


and squash champion Susan 
Devoy garnish the council. 
That’s not a surprise, given the 
ties between big business and 
sport. 

But why did the CTU jump 
in? There’s absolutely nothing 
in Apec for workers, never 
mind how many rugby stars it 
hides behind. 

Apec means freeing up the 
market for multinationals at 
the expense of jobs, democracy, 
indigenous rights and the envi¬ 
ronment. 

As Trade Union Federa¬ 
tion president Maxine Gay 
rightly said: “Apec’s so-called 
liberalisation policies simply 
mean a race to the bottom for 
the world’s workers.” 

Angela Foulkes sits among 


the Apec cheerleaders because 
of flawed theories dominating 
the CTU. 

Last September’s meeting 
of the CTU’s International 
Committee declared: “The 
Apec process must include the 
representation of the views of 
working people through the 
participation of trade unions.” 

Translation: the presence of 
Angela Foulkes on the promo¬ 
tion committee might help to 
steer Apec’s free market jug¬ 
gernaut in a more pro-worker 
direction. 

A natural world equivalent 
would be a rabbit popping into 
a lion’s den to convince the 
occupants of the benefits of 
vegetarianism. 

Throughout their undis¬ 


tinguished history, the CTU 
leaders’ one tactic has been 
negotiation without struggle. 
They’ve been trying to bargain 
with the bosses without mobi¬ 
lising union members to put on 
mass pressure from below. 

Steadily falling union mem¬ 
bership, lower real wages and 
the Employment Contracts 
Act are the bitter legacy of this 
failed tactic. 

Workers will keep going 
down until we defeat the col¬ 
laborationist politics of the 
CTU leaders. 

Voicing loud opposition 
to CTU support for Apec is a 
step in the right direction. Send 
messages to Angela Foulkes at 
PO Box 6645 Wellington or fax 
(04) 385 6051. 
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what we think 


It's good to be holed by the horrible 


ONCE AGAIN the govern¬ 
ment has put the boot into 
the country's professional 
firefighters. 

Shipley and her senior min¬ 
isters have helped Fire Service 
chair Roger Estall scrap a 
compromise deal between his 
chief executive Jean Martin 
and the firefighters' union. 

This would have ended 
a standoff over Estall's plan 
to cut 300 firefighters' jobs 
and put remaining staff on 
the inferior contract covering 
non-union community safety 
teams. 

In the compromise deal 
with Martin, the union con¬ 
ceded the loss of 100 paid po¬ 
sitions (out of atotal of 1671). 
Since the Fire Service has been 
run down to the point where 
there are 125 vacancies, all 
existing firefighters would 
have kept their jobs. 

Support 

Shipley and Estall had no 
mandate to tear up this deal. 
A citizens' initiated referen¬ 
dum in 1995 recorded 87.8% 
support for retaining existing 
staff levels in the Fire Service. 

Disregarding public safety 
concerns, big business wants 
firefighter numbers slashed 
so their fire levies can be 
reduced. That's an obvious 
motivation behind cabinet's 
support for Estall's job-cut- 
ting plan. 

But it doesn't go all the way 
towards explaining the gov¬ 
ernment's pathological hatred 
of professional firefighters 
and their union. 

The firefighters have 
marched and protested and 
picketed. These mass actions 
mobilised majority support 
behind their cause. 

Their union took court ac¬ 
tion against Estall's decision 
last May to sack all firefighters 
and make them reapply for 
300 fewer positions. 

While their case was suc¬ 
cessful, the months of legal 
wrangling had a demobilising 
effect on both firefighters and 


their sup¬ 
porters. For 
instance, 
the Com¬ 
munity De¬ 
fence Tea ms 
established 
around fire 
stations dis¬ 
integrated 
in the ab¬ 
sence of any 
mass actions by firefighters. 

Now Estall and senior gov¬ 
ernment ministers are look¬ 
ing to get around the court 
decision by using different 
tactics to reach their original 
objective. 

We think the union should 
have relied on mass action, 
not court action, to fight Es¬ 
tall's sack-'em-all decree. 

It's on the streets, not in 
courtrooms, that workers find 
the support they need to win 
their battles. 

Despite our concerns about 
the union's legalistic leanings, 
it's clear that firefighters have 
refused to roll over and play 
dead. They're standing up 
against the government. 

Most people in society are 
feeling discontented about 
things like low pay and job in¬ 
security and women's inequal¬ 
ity and hospital waiting lists 


and student 
fees and 
Maori land 
grabs and 
benefit cuts 
and housing 
costs and 
politicians' 
lies. 

A coura¬ 
geous stand 
by a single 
section of workers could act as 
a catalyst for the sour mood at 
the grassroots. 

It could spark a revolt 
against the government as 
suddenly as the marches 
against health underfunding 
spread around the country in 
September 1997. 

Shipley is no fool. She 
knows the risks involved in 
taking on the firefighters. 

Yet backing off isn't an op¬ 
tion for the government either. 
That would give other workers 
the idea they too can win if 
they stand up and fight. 

So long as the firefighters 
remain strong, the govern¬ 
ment is in a no-win situation. 
That's why the administration 
is so venomously hostile to 
firefighters. 

It's good to be hated by the 
horrible. That should be a con¬ 
soling thought for firefighters. 


WHICH WAY? 

LABOUR PROMISES to re¬ 
duce state rents to 25% of 
poor folks' income. 

But the Labour-control- 
led Porirua Community 
Trust is looking to buy local 
state houses, which would 
remove them from Labour's 
rent reduction. 

Labour housing spokes¬ 
person Graeme Kelly 
warned the trust against 
"a scheme that comes from 
the government's agenda 
of wiping its hands of any 
responsibility to low-in- 
come households". 

The issue has divided 
the trust's board. Its most 
recent member is Council 
of Trade Unions president 
Ken Douglas. Fie has yet to 
declare where he stands. 

NZ's top union chief 
should take a strong stand 
against state house sales. 

Tenants and unionists 
- watch this space. 
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NEW YEAR APPEAL 


List #4. Thanks to: 

AUCKLAND: Suzie $35; Linda $16; Alison 
$2; Grant $10; Jim $50; T. Bones $45.30; 
Len $10; Jam $5. Total $183.30. 

TIMBERLANDS: Branch $100. 
WELLINGTON: Bob $5; Street $9.60. Total 
$14.60. 

CHRISTCHURCH: Tom & Pauline $20; R 
$50; Victor $12.55; Dave $20; Sales $10; 
SITS $3; Ralph $40; Video $35. Total 
$190.55. 

DUNEDIN: HS $10; VSM $10. Total $20. 
OTHER: Jenny $10; AA $5. Total $15. 

TOTAL SO FAR $3,598 


THE FLOW of do¬ 
nations has, sadly, 
slowed with this 
list. 

We need a special 
effort to meet our 
appeal target. This 
money is essen¬ 
tial to meet the 
paper's costs. 

Please send your 
donations to: 

$W APPEAL 
PO BOX 13-685 
AUCKLAND 



• SHIPLEY 



• ESTALL 
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public health crisis 


Patients die as state cash 
flows to private hospitals 


by GRANT BROOKES 

FOUR PEOPLE have died 
in Auckland, killed by 
health underfunding. 
Another 40 have been 
raced to hospital with 
heart attacks. 

They were among 120 
patients struck off the 
waiting list for heart sur¬ 
gery at Green Lane Hos¬ 
pital last July because, 
under the government’s 
new “booking system”, 
they weren’t defined as 
being “sick enough”. 

Meanwhile, a new 
Auckland hospital offer¬ 
ing heart operations, the 
Ascot, opened its doors 
on 26 March. 

But it won’t relieve 
the suffering of the tens 
of thousands of ordinary 
people needing opera¬ 
tions in Auckland, be¬ 
cause Ascot is a private 
hospital. Heart bypasses 
cost around $20,000. 


shareholders have seen 
their money grow by 12% 
a year. 

While health under- 
funding is killing ordinary 
people, the government 
is topping up Calan’s 
obscene profits. 

Before the Ascot even 
opened its doors, the 
Health Funding Author¬ 
ity announced it would 
get $1.66 million of public 
money for hip and knee 


operations, instead of the 
contract going to Auck¬ 
land Hospital. 

Socialist Worker 
couldn’t get any com¬ 
ments from the Ascot’s 
chief executive Chris 
O’Reilly and deputy chair 
Lester Levy. 

Dr fan Powell, head of 
the Association of Sala¬ 
ried Medical Specialists, 
told Socialist Worker: 
“It’s inexcusable to run 


down the public system 
full stop. It’s even more 
infuriating to see taxpay¬ 
ers’ funding syphoned 
away to private interests. 
Calan is basically a mer¬ 
chant banker.” 

The share of health 
spending going to public 
hospitals has fallen for 
the last nine years run¬ 
ning. Today they get less 
than half. 

Before the “booking 


system” came in, there 
were 90,000 people on 
hospital operating lists 
and another 50,000 wait¬ 
ing to see a specialist. 

Officials estimate that 
only 20,000 will qualify for 
an operation this year. 

While the government 
claims there’s no more 
money for public health, 
it’s paying private hos¬ 
pitals like Ascot $200 
million a year. 



■ THE ASCOT, 
Auckland's new 
private hospital. 
Its luxury reminds 
visitors more of 
a five star hotel 
than a hospital. 
Meanwhile public 
hospitals are in 
crisis because the 
government says 
there's no money. 


Lying 

There’s no money for 
health, says the govern¬ 
ment. They’re lying. A 
tiny glimpse of how much 
money is out there can be 
seen in the Ascot’s $64 
million worth of luxury. 

Its 68 “patient suites” 
each have an ensuite 
bathroom, a phone, TV 
and wall-mounted fridge. 
The 12 state-of-the-art 
operating theatres boast 
the latest technology. 

The Ascot is owned by 
Calan Healthcare Prop¬ 
erties, which also owns 
Waitakere City’s only 
A&E clinic and a host of 
other North Island health 
facilities to a value of 
$140 million. 

Calan’s profits are 
sickening. Over the last 
five years, its wealthy 


Labour’s promises don’t match its rhetoric 


OPPOSITION POLITICIANS and 
public hospital managers howled 
with outrage about the $1.66 mil¬ 
lion of public money going to the 
private Ascot Hospital. 

But none of them can be relied 
on to stop the rot in health. 

Auckland Healthcare chief ex¬ 
ecutive Graeme Edmonds said he 
was angry about public money going 
to a private company. Yet he wants 
public money spent on new buildings 
at Auckland’s Green Lane Hospital 
for private firms to use. 

Dunedin Public Hospital is of¬ 
fering full-price surgery for patients 
who can afford to jump the queue, 
just like a private hospital. 

Bosses at Wellington, Auckland, 
South Auckland and Waikato Hospi¬ 
tals want fee-paying patients, too. 

Last October, Waitemata Health 
chief executive Dwayne Crombie 
even suggested closing Waitakere 
Hospital completely so a private 
company could build a new one, free 
from competition. 


The Labour Party has attacked the 
government’s lack of “commitment” 
to public health. 

Last month, however, the party’s 
health spokesperson Annette King 
poured cold water on the idea that a 
Labour-Alliance government should 
build new hospitals or substantially 
upgrade existing ones. 

They don’t want to tax the rich to 
fund such social spending. 

And the closer the Alliance gets 
to government, the more it’s caving 
in to Labour’s line. 

In 1997, the Alliance said public 
health had been underfunded by 
$6.25 billion. They promised to lift 
annual spending by $1.12 billion. 

But when the Alliance Hospital 
Plan was released last month, their 
proposed hospital spending was up 
just $70 million. 

The tidal wave of health protests 
that erupted in late 1997 panicked the 
National-led government into giving 
an extra $200 million for health. 

But while health unionists helped 


organise protests in the regions, top 
union officials did little to mobilise 
their members nationwide. 

In Auckland, officials overturned 
strike votes by nurses. The protests 
died down and National was able to 
push through more health cuts. 

Masterton Hospital will cut 77 
jobs and a quarter of its beds this 
year. Dunedin and Waikato are facing 
the loss of specialist services. 

1,800 Waikato Hospital nurses 
struck last month for more pay and 
more staff. They have huge public 
support. 

If union leaders give a fighting 
lead and mobilise active support 
from other sections of workers, the 
nurses can win. 

Strikes for more hospital staff and 
protests against health underfunding 
can fuel one another and build into a 
mass movement. 

Only this force can put enough 
pressure on the politicians to reverse 
the deterioration in the public health 
service. 
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Nato bombs benefit 
Corporate America 


WAR IN 
EUROPE 


THE HUMANITARIAN disaster engulfing the 
Balkans isn't the work of just one tyrant, 
Serbia's Slobodan Milosevic. Its causes go 
much deeper - into the heart of big power 
politics in America's New World Order. 
Understanding these causes, explains GRANT MORGAN, is vital in 
promoting the real solution - workers' revolt, not Nato's bombs. 


THE SUFFERING in Kos¬ 
ovo is so bad that even 
people who don't trust 
America's rulers can be 
swayed by their claim 
that Serbia is being 
bombed to "save" the 
Albanians. 

In truth, America sees 
Kosovo’s Albanians as 
expendable pawns. 

Washington uses US 
military supremacy to 
promote a New World 
Order aimed at giving 
Corporate America a 
competitive edge in the 
global market. 

Consequently, Ameri¬ 
ca’s policy in the Balkans 
has been determined 
by twin aims; • Expand 
US influence in Middle 
Europe. • Impose US 
leadership on Europe’s 
big powers. 

In 1990 the Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund, 
dominated by America, 
ordered “shock therapy” 
for Yugoslavia’s ailing 
state capitalist economy. 

Siphoned 

Central revenues that 
should have gone to 
Croatia, Bosnia, Serbia 
and Yugoslavia’s other 
republics were instead 
siphoned off to interna¬ 
tional financiers. 

The financial base 
of Yugoslavia’s federal 
structure was under¬ 
mined. Yugoslavia began 
to disintegrate. 

At first, Washington 
looked to expand US in¬ 
fluence in the Balkans by 
backing Serbian strong¬ 
man Slobodan Milose¬ 
vic’s attempts to keep 
Yugoslavia together. 

Then American policy 
switched towards favour¬ 
ing Yugoslavia’s break¬ 
up into separate, often 


warring, national states. 

America’s sword in 
the Balkans is Nato.This 
military alliance is led by 
America and involves 
other European powers 
like Germany, France 
and Britain. 


Nato allows America 
to interfere in Europe 
for the benefit of US 
bosses. 

As the Pentagon puts 
it, Nato is “the channel 
for US influence and par¬ 
ticipation in European 


security affairs”. 

But Europe’s big pow¬ 
ers aren’t always willing 
to go along with Ameri¬ 
ca. They’re looking after 
their own national capi¬ 
talists who compete as 
well as co-operate with 
US bosses. 

From 1990 a re-unit¬ 
ed Germany, looking 
to boost its influence in 
Middle Europe, ignited 
the Balkans powderkeg 
by encouraging Croatia’s 
breakaway from Serbia. 

The result was years 
of war involving Croatia, 
Serbia and Bosnia, which 
gave rise to the horror 
of ethnic cleansing by 
all sides. 

Yet this murderous 
conflict looked like being 
cut short under the terms 
of the Lisbon peace plan, 
signed by all belligerents 
in March 1992. 

The peace plan, how¬ 
ever, was sabotaged by 
America. In Washing¬ 
ton’s eyes it had one fatal 
flaw - it was brokered by 
the European Union. 

This would have shut 
America out of a con¬ 
trolling role in Balkans 
affairs. 

In the Pentagon’s own 
words: “We must seek to 
prevent the emergence 
of European-only secu¬ 
rity arrangements which 
would undermine Nato.” 


So the Balkans con¬ 
flict dragged on until the 
US-brokered Dayton 
peace accord was signed 
in November 1995. 

The accord allowed 
tens of thousands of Nato 
troops to be stationed in 
Bosnia. 

The rights of Kosovo’s 
Albanians to national in¬ 
dependence were signed 
away. Dayton consoli¬ 
dated Milosevic’s hold 
over Kosovo. 

America emerged as 
the “kingmaker” in the 
region. 

After 

After Dayton, Amer¬ 
ica set out to increase its 
influence over Europe 
by expanding Nato to 
include three former 
Russian allies - Hungary, 
Poland and the Czech 
Republic. 

Now America’s rul¬ 
ers have turned on their 
former crony Milosevic. 

The war against Serbia 
gives America another 
chance to show it alone 
is capable of calling the 
shots in the European 
Union’s backyard. 

Washington reckons 
that European govern¬ 
ments which rely on its 
military power against 
Serbia will be much less 
likely to complain about 
American dictates over 
US-European trade. 
Third World debt, ge¬ 
netically modified food 
or anything else. 

These issues impact 
on the profitability of 
America’s bosses. That’s 
the sole motivation of 
the US government. 

As the socialist revo¬ 
lutionary Lenin was fond 
of saying, “politics is con¬ 
centrated economics”. 



BOMBED OUT: Houses in Kosovo's capital 
Pristina demolished by Nato's bombs, 
causing civilian deaths 
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Kosovo’s Albanians shafted by US as well as Milosevic 



TV IMAGES of a flood of 
Albanian refugees from 
Kosovo bring home the 
brutality and horror 
of Milosevic's ethnic 
cleansing. 

We’ve been shown these 
images of suffering human¬ 
ity for just one reason - so 
Nato chiefs can justify their 
war against Serbia on “hu¬ 
manitarian” grounds. 

But a look at the history 
of Kosovo shows that Nato 
is lying. 

fn Kosovo, a province of 
Serbia, 90% of the popula¬ 
tion are Albanians. 

Over recent weeks, Ser¬ 
bian forces have murdered 
masses of Albanian civil¬ 
ians in an orgy of state 
terrorism. Hundreds of 
thousands more have fled 
their homes looking for 
sanctuary in neighbouring 
states. 

Milosevic’s war on the 
Albanians reached fever 
pitch only after Nato start¬ 
ed bombing Serbia. 

Decade 

But Milosevic’s oppres¬ 
sion of Kosovo’s Albanians 
isn’t a recent happening, 
ft had been going on for a 
decade with hardly a mur¬ 
mur from Nato. 

fn 1989, Milosevic sent 
60,000 Serbian military 
police into Kosovo, then a 
Yugoslav province enjoy¬ 
ing some autonomy but not 
full independence. Their 
mission was to crush a 
workers’ general strike and 
overthrow the Kosovan 
parliament. 

US president George 
Bush gave full support to 
Milosevic’s crusade against 
the Albanians. At the time, 
Washington believed a 
centralised Yugoslavia was 
the best bet to promote the 
“more market” reforms de¬ 
manded by US financiers. 

When Kosovo’s Alba¬ 
nians set up an unofficial 
parliament to oppose Mi- 
los-evic. Bush refused to 
even meet with them. 

Soon after, Milosevic 
banned the speaking of 
Albanian in schools and 
outlawed Albanian lan¬ 


guage newspapers. 

Serb forces routinely 
beat up and sometimes 
killed Albanians, who also 
faced discrimi¬ 
nation in hous¬ 
ing and employ¬ 
ment. 

The second 
class status of 
Albanians was 
shown by their 
low income, on average 
only one-third of Serbia 
as a whole. 

Kosovo’s Albanians 
called for national inde¬ 
pendence from Serbia. But 
their legitimate demand 
was ignored by America. 

fn 1995 the Dayton 
peace deal, brokered by 
America, ended the war 
in neighbouring Bosnia 
by dividing the region into 
ethnic enclaves under Nato 
domination. 

Dayton was signed after 
the Creation army, with 
official US blessing, forced 
200,000 Serbs out of Kra- 
jina in the bloodiest ram¬ 
page of ethnic cleansing in 
the Bosnian conflict. 

US president Bill Clin¬ 
ton agreed to keep inde¬ 


pendence for Kosovo’s 
Albanians out of the Day- 
ton talks in return for Mi¬ 
losevic’s signature. 

The US en¬ 
voy to the Bal¬ 
kans, Richard 
Holbrooke, 
praised Milos¬ 
evic as “a man 
we can do busi¬ 
ness with”. 

At the close of 1996, Mi¬ 
losevic faced daily demon¬ 
strations by ordinary Serbs. 
Their protests against elec¬ 
tion fixing and low pay 
turned into a three-month 
challenge to his rule. 

As the Serbian dictator 
teetered on the edge of 
oblivion, Clinton came to 
his aid. The US president 
said Milosevic was the man 
who could guarantee peace 
in the Balkans. 

Meanwhile, a growing 
section of Kosovo’s Al¬ 
banians came to believe 
that only armed struggle 
could win national inde¬ 
pendence. 1996 saw the 
formation of the Kosovo 
Liberation Army. 

The KLA specialised in 
guerilla attacks on small 


units of the Serbian mili¬ 
tary police. 

In February last year, 
America’s senior Balkans 
diplomat Robert Gelbard 
denounced the KLA as 
“terrorists”. 

Albanians believe that 
Milosevic saw this as a 
green light to step up his 
repression. One month 
later, tens of thousands 
of troops poured into Ko¬ 
sovo. 


Serb forces claimed they 
were targeting the KLA. In 
fact, they were conducting 
a terror campaign against 
the entire Albanian popu¬ 
lation. 

One of their first vic¬ 
tims was Rukia Nebihi, a 
defenceless young woman 
shot in the head at point 
blank range as she cra¬ 
dled a baby in her arms. 
Another 53 civilians were 
massacred within the first 


week as Serb forces laid 
waste to villages in the 
Drenica region. 

By the middle of 1998, 
30,000 Albanians had fled 
their homes. 

“This is a case of wide¬ 
spread ethnic cleansing,” 
admitted one US official. 

Last June, US-led forces 
held a military exercise in 
Albania and Macedonia, 
just across the border from 
Kosovo, ft was intended as 
a warning to Milosevic. 

At the same time, how¬ 
ever, American officials 
denounced the KLA for 
not being open to a com¬ 
promise deal that stopped 
short of independence. 

A Pentagon official said 
that Kosovo’s Albanians 
had been told by Nato 
and the US government 
that “the cavalry is not 
coming”. 

Days later, Milosevic 
stepped up the war and 
sent more troops into Ko¬ 
sovo. 

Second 

Towards the end of 
1998, America proposed 
a “second Dayton”. This 
would introduce 24,000 
Nato “peacekeeping” 
troops into Kosovo, which 
was to be an “autonomous” 
province of Serbia, not an 
independent state. 

Washington’s ambition 
was to use the plight of 
Kosovo’s Albanians to 
increase US power in the 


WORLD’S WORST WAR CRIMINALS 


THE BIGGEST war criminals in the 
world are America's rulers: 

■ SOMALIA 

US marines landed in 1992. US 
president George Bush said they 
would stop famine and end civil 
war. But local people got little ex¬ 
tra food. And the soldiers’ cruelty 
strengthened the hold of Somali 
warlords. US helicopter gunships 
rained fire on the capital day after 
day. 10,000 were killed. Others 
were raped and tortured. 

■ PANAMA 

US troops invaded in 1989. Wash¬ 
ington said their mission was to 
replace the country’s president, 
Manuel Noriega, because of his 
drug traffickiug. Yet he had once 
been on America’s payroll and a 
succession of US presidents had 


ignored his drug trade links and 
his murders of opponents. The 
bombing of the poor quarters of 
Panama City killed thousands. 

■ SOUTH-EAST ASIA 

US forces waged a war against 
the ordinary people of Vietnam 
throughout the 1960s and into 
the 70s. One million were killed 
in Vietnam and another million 
in Cambodia. America used, on a 
more horrific scale, the methods 
it now damns Milosevic for using 
- search and destroy patrols, burn¬ 
ing villages and driving out uutold 
thousands of people. 

■ OTHER ATROCITIES 
American forces have also at¬ 
tacked Grenada, Guatemala, 
Sudan, Libya, Nicaragua and many 
other countries. Washington has 


armed and funded murderous crony 
regimes in Indonesia, Israel, Chile, 
Philippines, Turkey and many other 
states. The combined death toll of 
US-inspired state terrorism runs into 
the millions. Many more millions 
have died of hunger as trillions are 
spent on the production of arms, not 
food. 

■ NEW ZEALAND'S ROLE 
NZ governments. Labour as well as 
Natioual, have mostly cheered on 
the US. NZ forces went to Vietnam 
and Somalia. Now Shipley is echoing 
Clinton’s war propaganda. She hopes 
Washington will reverse moves to 
ban NZ lamb from the US market. 
But the gap between rich and poor is 
growing faster in NZ than elsewhere 
in the West. NZ workers are worse 
off after decades of NZ politicians 
kissing arse in Washington. 


WAR IN 
EUROPE 


Wider war likely 

NATO'S BOMBING of Serbia makes a 
wider war across the Balkans much 
more likely. 

The Western-backed ex-leader of Al¬ 
bania is agitating for a nationalistic war 
against Serbia. 

Albanians in Macedonia, who make 
up a fifth of the population, have de¬ 
manded to join Albania. 

The break-up of Macedonia would 
draw in neighbouring states. Bulgaria 
claims much of Macedonia as "Southern 
Bulgaria". 

Any wider war would draw in the re¬ 
gion's two biggest powers - Turkey and 
Greece. 

Greece is the second most militarised 
country in the world, after Israel. Tur¬ 
key has the largest army in Nato after 
America. They've come close to war 
three times in the last five years. 


KIDS FOR OIL 


Balkans without encour¬ 
aging national independ¬ 
ence movements inside 
America’s allies, like the 
Albanians in Macedonia 
and the Kurds in Turkey. 

It took intense US pres¬ 
sure before the KLA re¬ 
luctantly signed up to the 
“second Dayton”. They 
were unhappy because 
America still refused to 
back Albanian demands 
for independence. 

Milosevic agreed to all 
points except the station¬ 
ing of Nato troops inside 
Kosovo. This sticking point 
meant the deal fell through 
and Nato started bombing 
Serbia. 

As the bombs exploded, 
Milosevic was able to pa¬ 
rade as the defender of 
Serbia and whip up na¬ 
tionalistic hatred against 
Kosovo’s Albanians. 

The terror campaign 
against Albanians then 
escalated into a feverish 
pogrom. Since Nato started 
bombing, the UN reports, 
over 430,000 Albanians 
have fled to neighbouring 
states. 

Forecast 

Although such an exo¬ 
dus had been forecast by 
Clinton’s CIA strategists, 
the US president ordered 
the bombing to begin with¬ 
out organising refugee 
camps in advance. 

As a consequence, 
countless Albanian refu¬ 
gees died of cold, hunger 
and disease after escaping 
Milosevic’s terror. 

And, two weeks into 
the bombing campaign, 
Washington repeated its 
demands for Nato troops 
to occupy an “autono¬ 
mous” - not independent 
- Kosovo that was still part 
of Serbia. 

At every stage in the 
last decade, Kosovo’s Al¬ 
banians have been shafted 
by a US government only 
interested in promoting 
the interests of America’s 
rulers. 

That’s the reality behind 
Washington’s crocodile 
tears about the “humani¬ 
tarian catastrophe” in the 


IN 1991, a US-led arma¬ 
da smashed Iraq to keep 
the Middle East's oil in 
the hands of American 
corporations. 

Washing¬ 
ton jnstified 
the vrar by 
saying that 
Saddam 
Hus-sein was 
a dictator 
who had to 
be stopped in 
the interests 
of democ¬ 
racy. Yet he 
was once a 
White House 
stooge, waging a US- 
backed war against Iran. 

100,000 Iraqis were 
slaughtered in the Gulf 
war. Another million 
have since died as a re¬ 
sult of US-led sanctions, 
more than half of them 
children. 

In 1996 a reporter. 


referring to the deaths 
of half-a-million Iraqi 
children, asked US offi¬ 
cial Madeleine Albright: 
“Is the price worth it?” 

Albright, 
who’s now 
US secretary 
of state, gave 
this reply: 
“We think 
the price is 
worth it.” 

Clearly, 
the rulers of 
America are 
willing to 
trade kids’ 
blood for oil 

profits. 

Last month, US presi¬ 
dent Bill Clinton said 
Serbia’s Slobodan Mi¬ 
losevic was a tyrant who 
had to be stopped so Ko¬ 
sovo’s “little children” 
could be saved. 

Haven’t we heard that 
line before? 


Socialist 
answer 
to war 

WHY DO wars hap¬ 
pen? How can we 
get rid of wars? 

The Marxist answer 
is given by British 
socialist John Rees: 

"Competition, the 
drive to accumulate 
factories, banks and 
transport facilities 
faster than your 
rivals, is at the 
root of war. It was 
so when capital¬ 
ism was born and 
it is still so today, 
despite the fact 
that the conse¬ 
quences are more 
ruinous than they 
ever were. To rid 
society of war we 
have to rid it of the 
system that fosters 
war. To get rid of 
military competi¬ 
tion we have to get 
rid of the economic 
competition that 
succours it. For 
the generals to be 
forced from the 
battlefield, the 
capitalists who arm 
them and on whose 
behalf they do bat¬ 
tle must be forced 
from the factories 
and offices." 

■ This extract 
comes from Rees' 
excellent 16-page 
pamphlet Socialism 
& War. It's avail¬ 
able for $3 from 
the SWO, PO Box 
13-685, Auckland. 
Also available for 
$3 is Lenin's classic 
Imperialism, the 
highest stage of 
capitaiism. 
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The alternative is werkers’ revolt 



■ "NO TO Nato - the workers of the Bal¬ 


kans are our brothers" reads the banner of 
the Socialist Workers Party in Greece. They 
were taking part in a 16,000-strong protest 
against the war on 2 April. 


THERE IS an alter¬ 
native to the crazy 
waste of lives and re¬ 
sources of this war. 

We have 
to fight for a 
world where 
dictators are 
abolished 
and useful 
production 
replaces the technol¬ 
ogy of death. 

Each of the B-2 
Stealth bombers used 
by the US costs $NZ 
6 billion. The money 
used to produce ten 
such bombers would 
provide the basic 
health and food needs 
of the world’s starving 
people. 

That would prevent 
most of the 30,000 
deaths a day of chil¬ 
dren under five years. 

For the cost of five 
B-2s a year we could 
give every child in the 
world basic primary 
education. 

Every cruise missile 
costs $NZ 3 million. 
That money could pro¬ 
vide the seeds and tools 
for 50,000 poor peas¬ 
ants in the Third World 
to grow their own food 
for a year. 

The vast sums 
wasted in the Serbian 
bombing could also 
remove many of the 
underlying causes of 


conflicts elsewhere in 
the world. 

For example, the 
slaughter in Rwanda in 
1994, when 
up to a mil¬ 
lion died, 
was partly 
because of 
the econom¬ 
ic hardship 
in the country. 

America and its 
Western allies say they 
won’t cancel Third 
World debt. 

Yet they waste bil¬ 
lions on killing people. 
Why not use that mon¬ 
ey to wipe the debt? 

But to get this sort 
of decent society we 
need to get rid of the 
capitalist system and 
those who run it. 

Harder 

The struggle from 
below is the real solu¬ 
tion to the problems in 
the Balkans and else¬ 
where. But the Nato 
bombing is making life 
harder for the opposi¬ 
tion in Serbia. 

“Every missile and 
bomb strengthens Mr 
Milosevic,” reported 
BBC correspondent 
John Simpson from 
Belgrade. 

Before the Nato 
bombing, Financial 
Times journalist Guy 


Dinmore reported that 
there were many small 
protests by the mothers 
of Serbian conscripts 
against the war in Ko¬ 
sovo. 

They asked why Mi¬ 
losevic’s son Marko, 
who owns a nightclub 
and likes sports cars, 
wasn’t drafted to fight. 
Now those voices have 
been drowned out. 

When a war starts 
it seems like there is 
“national unity”.Twice 
in the last decade, how¬ 
ever, Serbs have risen 
against Milosevic. 

In April 1991, 
700,000 workers went 
on strike in Serbia. Mi¬ 
losevic had to use tanks 
to defeat them. 

For months in 1996- 


97, students and work¬ 
ers filled the streets 
of Belgrade demand¬ 
ing more democracy 
and improved living 
conditions. Calls for 
freedom for Kosovo 
began to be heard. 

There was real 
hope that Milosevic 
would be toppled. 

The movement 
was defeated, partly 
because the Western- 
backed leaders of the 
opposition remained 
wedded to nationalist 
politics. 

But it showed that 
Milosevic could be 
removed by his own 
people. 

Now Nato is mak¬ 
ing that process more 
difficult. 


WAR IN 


-k Get involved with the Socialist Workeis Organisation 


M I want to join the SWO 


k AUCKLAND ■ k CHRISTCHURCH 


M I want to subscribe to Socialist Worker 

A 10-page paper posted to you every fortnight. 
Enclose $30 for year, $15 six months. 

NAME. 


I 



PO Box 13-685 Auckland. 
Phone the Socialist Centre 
534 3984. 


k ROTORUA 


Phone Bernie 345 9853. 


Phone Roy 384 4681. 


k DUNEDIN 


Phone Kyle 477 2712. 


k NATIONAL OFFICE 


ADDRESS. 


PHONE. 


I Post to SWO, Box 13-685 Auckland ' 

I_I 


k WELLINGTON 


PO Box 43-043, 
lA/ainuiomata. 

Phone Gordon 564 9248 


The SWO also has members 
in other regions. They can 
be contacted through the 
SWO's national office. 

Mail: PO Box 13-685 Auckland. 


Our tasks 
in NZ 

INFLUENTIAL VOICES 
are starting to talk about 
invading Kosovo with 
ground troops. Eor in¬ 
stance, Nato secretary- 
general Javier Solana 
said Nato “might do so if 
necessary”. 

The leader of NZ’s 
Labour Party, Helen Clark, 
says Nato air strikes have 
left Kosovo’s Albanians “in 
a perilous position”. 

Her solution, however, 
is to escalate the war by 
committing Nato ground 
troops if Milosevic won’t 
return to the negotiating 
table. 

Clark is on the side 
of the most extreme war 
hawks. This is the wrong 
position for anyone who 
wants a just peace in the 
Balkans. 

'Worse' 

At a 20,000-strong dem¬ 
onstration in the Italian 
city of Milan, this state¬ 
ment was read out: “The 
attack against Yugoslavia 
cannot be justified as 
human rights defence be¬ 
cause the US and Nato do 
nothing about much worse 
crimes against the Kurds, 
Sudanese, Brazilians and 
Chinese.” 

That’s the sort of state¬ 
ment Clark should be mak¬ 
ing here. And the Labour 
leader should be helping 
to organise local peace 
demonstrations. 

So should NZ’s trade 
union leaders. So far, their 
response has been pathetic. 

Socialist Worker 
supports the creation of 
anti-war committees to 
organise meetings, peti¬ 
tions and protests against 
the war. 

These should include 
everyone who opposes 
Nato’s war on Serbia and 
supports national inde¬ 
pendence for Kosovo’s 
Albanians. 
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whq* socialises 
sav about... 


Jailed for speaking 
out over Kurds 


THE KURDISH minority in Turkey 
face oppression every bit as sav¬ 
age as that dished out to Kosovo's 
Aibanians. 

But Turkey is a Nato member 
and a key American ally. 

So the West arms Turkey, ig¬ 
nores its atrocities against Kurds 
and helped it kidnap Kurdish 
rebel leader Abdullah Ocalan 
this year. 

Now there's another wave 
of repression against Kurds and 
sociaiists in Turkey. The army 
banned International Women's 
Day marches and arrested thou¬ 
sands of Kurds last month. 

TULAY KOCAK, editor of the 
sociaiist paper Workers Democ¬ 
racy, has been thrown into jaii 
for publishing this article about 
the Kurds (abridged): 

SINCE Abdullah Ocalan was 
brought to Turkey there has been 
an attempt to create a bank holi¬ 
day atmosphere in Turkey. 

The media tries to make us 
forget our most basic problems 
and tells us that they are over 
and at last we will be able to be 
comfortable. 

The cause of the war that has 
killed 30,000 people, 15 times the 
number who have died in Kos¬ 
ovo, is not the so-called “baby 
murderer” Ocalan. 

The reasons for this war are 
the non-recognition of a peo¬ 
ple’s ethnic and cultural identity, 
poverty, unemployment and op¬ 
pression. 

Those who try to maintain 
these conditions are responsible 
for the war, not those who rebel 
against them. 

In this war about 27,000 Kurds 
have died and up to 3,500 secu¬ 
rity personnel. 

More than 21,000 of the dead 
were militants of the Kurdistan 
Workers Party (PKK), up to 
5,000 civilians and 1,000 village 
guards. 

The media don’t even men¬ 
tion that the Kurds live in the 
poorest region of the country 
and are treated like second class 
citizens. 

The Kurds are put on trial 
for defending their most basic 
democratic and cultural rights. 

MPs who want to swear the 
parliamentary oath in their 
Kurdish mother tongue are left 


to rot in jail. 

No-one writes that the inter¬ 
nationally recognised author 
Yasar Kemal is put on trial for 
criticising the oppression of 
Kurds. 

Over three million Kurds 
have been forced to abandon 
their villages because they were 
accused of supporting the PKK. 
Half a million Kurds have been 
forced out to Europe. 

Kurds living in the big cities 
in Turkey are drowning in un¬ 
employment and poverty. 

How can we possibly have 
any interest in the oppression of 
a people that we live and work 
alongside? 

The force that is oppressing 
them is exploiting us. 

What Karl Marx said 150 
years ago is our guiding light: 
“No nation that oppresses an¬ 
other can itself be free.” 

■ Fax calls for the release of Tulay 
Kocak to the Turkish minister of 
justice 0090 312 417 3954. 


Second British win 
against student fees 

“THEY DID it at Goldsmiths 
and now we’ve won a brilliant 
victory here.” 

That was the message com¬ 
ing from students at London’s 
Guildhall University. 

Their occupation victory 
against fees late last month 
came hot on the heels of a 
similar winning occupation at 
Goldsmiths, another London 
university. 

The Guildhall students won 
in just three hours. University 
management accepted that no 
student would be expelled for 
not being able to pay their fees, 
which are around $NZ 3,000. 

And the deadline has been 
extended for students to notify 
the university of any problems 
they have vrith paying their fees. 

The occupation began after 
students heard the univer¬ 
sity head say that 315 students 
hadn’t paid their fees and he 
would kick them out by mid- 
April. 

Over 150 students immedi¬ 
ately voted to occupy. 


Labour's Third Way' 


THE LABOUR Party's leaders 
are proud of their self-pro- 
claimed liberation from "old 
fashioned dogma". They've 
found the "Third Way". 

It’s Labour New Speak. 
Dress to impress the Roundta¬ 
ble. Wine and dine the movers 
and shakers. But what is their 
mysterious Third Way? 

It’s not just Helen Clark in 
New Zealand. The Third Way 
is rampant across the globe. 
There’s Clinton in America, 
Blair in Britain and Schroder 
in Germany, to name a few. 

Although the Third Way’s 
agenda revolves around ditch¬ 
ing “old fashioned” policies, 
it’s hard to find out what it 
exactly means. However, two 
themes stick out. 

Firstly, they claim the way 
forward is the “stakeholder 
society”. While this has been 
kept so vague as to be almost 
meaningless, it proposes a 
friendly capitalism, a market 
with social responsibility. 

Don’t be fooled. At heart 
it relies on the discredited 
“trickle down” theory. If the 
government creates busi¬ 
ness-friendly conditions, says 
this theory, the wealth will 
eventually trickle down to the 
poorest in society. 

Excuse 

In reality, the rich wiU hang 
onto every last cent they can. 
It’s an excuse to allow the fat 
cats to run wild, with a pay day 
for the rest of us that never, 
ever comes. 

Secondly, disciples of the 
Third Way preach individual 
responsibility. They tell us 
that irresponsible parents are 
to blame. Criminals must be 
punished harder. Business 
must be supported. Unions 
must accept their fate. 

The victims are blamed 
while the social causes of our 
problems are ignored. People’s 
problems are viewed outside of 
the actual conditions in which 
they must live. Thus the state 
is absolved from responsibility, 
and free to blame. 

Sadly, Labour politicians 


have ditched policies which 
take from the rich to give to 
the poor in favour of an easier 
ride in the media. Once in 
government they will become 
even more remote from us. 

Is all this different from 
Labour in the past? Labour 
MPs are reformists, people 
who think the system can be 
changed without revolution¬ 
ary upheaval. They hold a 
fatally flawed belief that so¬ 
cial justice can come through 
parliament. 

The difference now is that 
Labour has raised the white 
flag to the bosses before even 
getting into government. 
Previously they waited until 
elected. Now they’re reform¬ 
ists without even the promise 
of substantial reforms! 

Status quo 

Labour has never been a so¬ 
cialist party. It’s for the capital¬ 
ist status quo. Once in power, it 
has consistently failed workers. 
That’s why we got Rogernom- 
ics in the eighties. 

So is it all doom and gloom? 
Far from it. The Nats are hated 
for what they’ve done to the 
lives of workers, students and 
beneficiaries. 

Whether it’s state tenants 
on a partial rent strike, students 
protesting tertiary fees or nurses 
striking over pay and staffing, 
struggle is on the agenda. And 
small struggles can create the 
conditions for big ones. 

A minority of people are sick 
of what’s going on and are ready 
to fight to change things. 

The announced departure 
from parliament by Alliance 
MP Pam Corkery, the darling 
of “angry” talkback, reflects 
growing disillusionment with 
what’s on offer, even from the 
Alliance. 

This opens a window of op¬ 
portunity for socialists to win 
workers, students and benefi¬ 
ciaries to the real alternative 
of grassroots revolt. 

Join the socialists and make 
a real difference. 

■ BEN CROSS 
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25 years since Portuguese revolution 


The flowering of the masses 



by JOHN FARRINGTON 

A FASCIST dictatorship 
that had ruled Portugal 
for almost half a century 
was brought down by 
revolution in 1974. 

It began with a coup by 
disaffected sections of the 
military. Attempts to hang 
onto colonies in Africa had 
led Portugal into wars it 
wasn’t winning. 

As soon as it became 
clear whose side the troops 
were on, a huge street party 
erupted in the capital Lis¬ 
bon. People embraced the 
soldiers and put red carna¬ 
tions in their guns. 

Big business managed 
to get former fascist gen¬ 
eral Antonio de Spinola 
installed as president. His 
aim was a slightly reformed 
version of the old set-up. 

All might have gone to 
plan except for the effect 
the sudden collapse of the 
fascist power structure had 
on Portugal’s workers. 

Celebrated 

A week after the coup, 
workers celebrated May 
Day freely for the first 
time. 100,000 took over 
the streets of Lisbon with 
red banners and speeches 
from left-wing leaders just 
returned from exile. 

But workers weren’t 
prepared to simply wait for 
these leaders to carry out 
reforms. Deep grievances 
had built up over the years. 
Now they went on strike to 
demand satisfaction. 

The strikes weren’t just 
over bread and butter is¬ 
sues. A key demand was for 
saneamento, the “cleaning 
out” of fascist managers 
and spies. 

The main workers’ or¬ 
ganisation was the Portu¬ 
guese Communist Party. 
The PCP had been the 
backbone of all serious op¬ 
position to fascism for the 
previous 40 years. It grew 
massively in the days after 
the coup. 

Unfortunately, the 
strategy of the PCP was 
anything but revolutionary. 
Its nearest equivalent in 
New Zealand terms would 
be the Alliance. 

The PCP wanted to 
prove to Spinola and big 
business that it could con¬ 


trol the working class. This 
meant campaigning to end 
the strike wave. 

So the PCP applauded 
when troops broke the 
postal workers’ strike, al¬ 
though the majority of 
the strike committee were 
adherents of the party. 

But the tempo of class 
struggle was rising. Mili¬ 
tants influenced by the 
PCP were confused, but 
others looked in a more 
revolutionary direction. 

Groups to the left of 
the PCP began to gain 
an influence in the more 
militant workplaces.’When 
an anti-strike law approved 
by the PCP was introduced 
in mid-1974,5,000 shipyard 
workers defied a ban to 
demonstrate in Lisbon. 

Took over 

Many bosses tried to 
suppress the militancy by 
closing their factories. But 
workers took over hun¬ 
dreds of plants and either 
ran them directly or im¬ 
posed their control over 
the managers. 

In February 1975 more 
than 1,000 workers’ del¬ 
egates organised a demon¬ 
stration in Lisbon against 
rising unemployment and 
an intimidatory visit by the 
Nato fleet. 

Despite being de¬ 
nounced by the PCP and 
the unions, the demonstra¬ 
tion drew 40,000 workers. 
There were banners from 
many major factories. 

In the countryside, lan¬ 
dless labourers began to 


seize land from the rich 
landowners who had op¬ 
pressed their ancestors for 
centuries. 

Meanwhile the old rul¬ 
ing class were organising. 
In September 1974 Spinola 
began to distribute guns 
to former fascists. Only a 
workers’ mass mobilisation 
stopped the coup attempt. 

Spinola was forced to 
resign as president. But in 
March 1975 he attempted a 
much more serious coup. 

Right-wing officers 
took over a main air base 
and sent fighters and heli¬ 
copters to bombard the 
barracks guarding the 
northern approach to Lis¬ 
bon. Paratroopers then 
surrounded the barracks. 

Workers reacted with a 
heroic display of strength. 
Radio workers signalled 
the alarm. Workers in Lis¬ 
bon closed down the banks. 
Shops and offices emptied 
as workers rushed to join 
demonstrations and put up 
barricades. 

In the main industrial 
centre, factory and fire 
sirens shrieked continu¬ 
ously as workers formed 
pickets which stopped and 
searched all vehicles. 

Near the bombarded 
barracks, building workers 
formed a dense barricade 
backed up with bulldozers 
and tons of cement. 

A workers’ delegate 
went to the barracks to 
ask for the workers to be 
armed. 

The frontier roads to 
Spain were blocked off. 

Huge demonstrations 


jammed the streets of Lis¬ 
bon and other cities. Many 
soldiers openly fraternised 
with workers. Even the 
paratroopers sent to start 
the coup were won over by 
workers’ arguments. 

The failed officers’ coup 
gave events another big 
push to the left. The wave 
of factory occupations 
became a deluge. In the 
armed forces, rank-and-file 
soldiers and even some 
officers began questioning 
their role in society. 

The military organisa¬ 
tion Copcon was more 
sympathetic to militant 
workers’ action than the 
PCP. 

Ripe 

Things should have 
been ripe for transition to 
a society based on workers’ 
power. 

Yet only six months 
later, in November 1975, 
the revolutionary mood 
had been beaten back. 

A weak coup attempt 
by the left was used as a 
pretext for the restoration 
of “order” by a Socialist 
Party government. 

ITie military’s left-wing 
leaders, like the head of 
Copcon, were removed 
from their positions and 
“discipline” restored 
among the rank-and-file. 

Unlike before, there 
was no general mobilisa¬ 
tion of workers. The revo¬ 
lution was over. But why 
had things turned out like 
this? 

The Socialist Party was 


similar to New Zealand’s 
Labour Party. Its timid 
reformism meant it de¬ 
nounced workers’ control 
as “dictatorship”. 

When the revolution 
broke out the Socialist 
Party hardly existed. It 
was able to grow in in¬ 
fluence among workers, 
gain government power 
and snuff out the revolu¬ 
tion largely because of the 
PCP’s betrayals of workers 
and the weaknesses of the 
revolutionary left. 

The revolutionary left 
was also tiny when fascism 
was overthrown. The PCP’s 
opposition to the strike 
wave presented the left 
with a virtually unparalled 
opportunity to grow. 

The left produced 
weekly papers that sold 
widely, gained members 
in most big factories in 
Lisbon and organised large 
demonstrations despite the 
PCP’s opposition. 

Lacking 

But the politics of the 
revolutionary left were 
sadly lacking. Its ideas 
were tainted by Stalinism. 
Even the best looked to the 
ideas of Che Guevara and 
saw the revolution prima¬ 
rily as a military struggle 
rather than a mass work¬ 
ers’ movement. 

In the context of the 
Portuguese revolution, 
where the military played 
a leading role right from 
the start, such ideas held 
an obvious attraction. 

It meant consistent 
work wasn’t done to turn 
the working class into 
a mass revolutionary 
force. 

These events show that 
even the most favourable 
revolutionary upsurges 
can be defeated without 
the existence of a sizeable 
revolutionary party fight¬ 
ing for the mass mobilisa¬ 
tion of workers. 

But the revolution also 
carries another message. 
Here was a full-blown 
revolution taking place in 
the heart of Europe. 

The red flower that blos¬ 
somed 25 years ago shows 
that workers are capable 
of creating a society where 
our needs, not those of the 
bosses, are paramount. 
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A guide to student protest 


by SUZIE WILSON 

Students the education 
factory: a Marxist analysis of 
the crisis in education. A 40- 
page booklet by Grant Brookes 
and Dave Colyer. Published by 
the Socialist Workers Organisa¬ 
tion, PO Box 13-685 Auckland, 
price $2 plus $1 postage. 

THIS BOOKLET analyses the dete¬ 
rioration of tertiary education in 
New Zealand over the past decade. 
Today's crisis in education is related 
to the economic and political crises 
of capitalism. 

The government has reduced 
education spending so it can 
afford to give tax breaks to big 
business in a bid to stimulate the 
economy. 

As a consequence, students’ 
financial contributions have 
risen. They’ve been forced into 
crippling debt, inadequate hous¬ 
ing and low-paid work. 

Unprofitable courses are 


being dropped and resources 
stretched to the limit. 

Redundancies among campus 
staff have increased the work¬ 
load of those remaining and 
decreased their job security. 

The strength of the booklet 
lies in the way the authors link 
their analysis with the necessity 
of taking direct action. 

Understanding that students 
are an oppressed group in society, 
they show the only way forward is 
through mass protests. Ultimately, 
students must join with workers 
to overthrow the system. 

The booklet provides exam¬ 
ples of successful student occupa¬ 
tions. It gives heaps of practical 
ideas on how to fight for a free 
education system for all. 

And its international per¬ 
spective will be an inspiration 
to New Zealand students. 

Ideas are weapons. This book¬ 
let is a sharp weapon in the 
struggle for a free and humane 
society. 


letters 


B MAORI FIGHTBACK 

WE WISH to make some com¬ 
ments on Shona Duncan's 
letter (SW#4/99). 

In no way are Maori in gen¬ 
eral advocating separatism. 
Maori are, and have been, 
fighting oppression and trying 
to rectify injustices, both past 
and present. 

For example, there are still 
1,700 perpetual Maori leases 
In existence. No European 
would tolerate this. 

There are only two million 
acres left in Maori hands out 
of 66 million. 

Maori are no more con¬ 
servative than any other race. 
In fact, at the present time 
thousands of Maori are fight¬ 
ing vigorously against the 
Roundtable, the Browntable 
and their agent, the Maori 
Land Court, to stop the sale 


or alienation of thousands of 
acres of Maori land. 

While socialists may not 
agree with every tactic or 
policy of the Maori struggle, 
nevertheless we always stand 
shoulder to shoulder with 
those who are prepared to 
stand up and fight oppression. 

At the same time we never 
cease to point out the neces¬ 
sity of forming links with the 
working class and its allies to 
rid the world of the cause of 
this oppression, namely the 
capitalist system. 

We should not forget how 
Lenin summed up the situ¬ 
ation. He said that national 
minorities must have the right 
to secede, and we must win 
them to the ideas of socialism 
by force of example. 

■A BERNIE HORNFECK and 
MARTIAL NEWTON, Rotorua 
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Write to Socialist Worker. Post your 
letter to PO Box 13-685 Auckland or fax 
09-634-3984. Please include address or 
phone number to verify authorship and 
keep it under 200 words. 
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workers in other countries. We 
fight racism and imperialism. We 
oppose all immigration controls. 
We support all genuine national 
liberation struggles. 

We are internationalists 
because socialism depends on 
spreading working class revolu¬ 
tions around the world. 


SOCIALISM 

Capitalism is a system of exploita¬ 
tion which generates inequality, 
crisis and war. Although work¬ 
ers create society’s wealth, it is 
controlled by the ruling class for its 
own selfish ends. 

Socialism can only be built 
when the working class takes 
control of social wealth and 
democratically plans its produc¬ 
tion and distribution to meet 
human needs, not private profits. 
This will eliminate all class divi¬ 
sions in society. 

Stalinist countries such as Chi¬ 
na and Cuba, just like the former 
Soviet Union and the Eastern bloc, 
have nothing to do with social¬ 
ism. They are state capitalist. We 
support the struggles of workers 
against every dictatorial stalinist 
ruling class. 

REVOLUTION NOT REFORMISM 

The present system cannot be 
reformed to end exploitation and 
oppression, contrary to what Alli¬ 
ance, Labour and union leaders 
claim. It must be overthrown by 
the working class. 

Capitalism’s parliament, army, 
police and judiciary protect the 
ruling class. These institutions 
cannot be taken over and used by 
the working class. 

To pave the way to socialism 
the working class needs a new 
kind of state - a democratic 
workers state based on workers 
councils and workers militia. 

INTERNATIONALISM 

Workers in every country are 
exploited by capitalism, so the 
struggle for socialism is global. 

We campaign for solidarity with 


LIBERATION FROM OPPRESSION 

We fight for democratic rights. We 
oppose the oppression of women, 
Maori, Pacific Islanders, lesbians 
and gays. 

All forms of oppression are 
used to divide the working class. 

We support the right of all 
oppressed groups to organise for 
their own defence. Their liberation 
is essential to socialist revolution 
and impossible without it. 

TINO RANGATIRATANGA 

We support the struggle for Maori 
self determination. 

The government’s approach 
to Treaty claims has benefited a 
Maori elite while doing little for 
working class Maori. 

Tino rangatiratanga cannot 
be achieved within capitalism. 

It will only become a reality with 
the establishment of a workers 
state. 

REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 

To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into 
a mass revolutionary socialist 
party. 

We are in the early stages 
of building such a party through 
involvement in the day-to-day 
struggles of workers and the op¬ 
pressed. 

The Socialist Workers Or¬ 
ganisation must grow in size and 
influence to provide leadership in 
the struggle for working class self¬ 
emancipation. 

We need to revitalise the 
unions with a rank-and-file move¬ 
ment. 

If you like our ideas and want to 
fight for socialism, then join us. 


Get involved with the SWO 


A AUCKLAND 


PO Box 13-685 Auckland. Phone 
the Socialist Centre 634 3984. 


A ROTORUA 


Phone Bernie 345 9853. 


A WELLINGTON 


PO Box 43-043, Wainuiomata. 
Phone Gordon 564 9248 


A CHRISTCHURCH 


Phone Roy 384 4681. 


A DUNEDIN 


Phone Kyle 477 2712. 


A NATIONAL OFFICE 


The SWO also has members 
in other regions. They can be 
contacted through the SWO's 
national office. 

Mail: PO Box 13-685 Auckland. 
Phone & fax: (09) 634 3984. 
Email: socialist-worker@ak.planet. 
co.nz 


A OTHER COUNTRIES 


The SWO belongs to the 
International Socialist Tendency. 
We have sister organisations in 
many other countries. They can 
be contacted through the SWO's 
national office. 
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Water fight on Auckland’s streets 


■ A CAMPAIGN of civil disobedience is challenging 
Auckland City Council's decision to commercialise 
water. EAMON VALE, KANE FORBES and GRANT 
MORGAN look at the issue. 


500 AUCKLANDERS are boy¬ 
cotting their wastewater 
bills. 

Many have had their water 
cut off by Metrowater, the coun¬ 
cil’s commercialised water firm. 

Water Pressure, a grassroots 
group set up last August to co¬ 
ordinate this civil disobedience 
campaign, dispatches a “turn-on 
squad” to restore water supplies. 

Some homeowners have con¬ 
creted over their water meters to 
stop Metrowater. 

Jim Gladwin, media person 
for Water Pressure, told Socialist 
Worker: “We’ve even dug up a 
footpath to reconnect the pipe 
to the main when Metrowater 
found that the supply was being 
turned on again at the meter.” 

This water fight on the streets 
of Auckland is a sign that people 
“have reached their point of 
tolerance with the new right 
and their servant governments”, 
stated Gladwin. 

“It’s the first sustained mass 
movement against the commer¬ 
cialisation of public assets.” 

In June 1997, Auckland’s coun¬ 
cil gave away control of water 
supplies and wastewater removal 
to Metrowater, a corporation re¬ 
quired to maximise profits. 

In its first year Metrowater 
made a 5% profit (as a percent¬ 
age of total assets). It expects to 
make 6-7% this year. 

“We don’t like water supplied 
with profit as the motive,” said 
Dean Hamilton, a Water Pres¬ 
sure activist. 

His attitude isn’t surprising. 
Some Aucklanders’ water bills 
rose by 400% after the start of 


Metrowater’s user charges. 

This shift away from rates 
being used to cover water costs 
has benefited wealthy homeown¬ 
ers. Rates fell from $23,000 to 
$17,000 a year on one property in 
the posh suburb of Remuera. 

But in working class suburbs, 
“rate decreases were nominal”, 
noted Gladwin. 

Flattening the rates structure 
by introducing user charges 
“shifts the burden of paying for 
public utilities from the rich onto 
the poor”, he said. 

This June, the council will vote 
on the future of Metrowater. The 
Business Roundtable is pushing 
for its full privatisation. 

Roundtable executive di- 


ALICE PRIESTLY, a member of 
Water Pressure, spoke to Social¬ 
ist Worker. 

SW: Why did you join the boycott 
of wastewater charges? 

AP: I’m a beneficiary and just 
couidn’t afford to pay my water 
biii. It went from aronnd $80-$100 
per annum to around $500. 

SW: What’s wrong with the new 
system? 

AP: How the heil can they make 


rector Roger Kerr told last 
month’s NZ Water Summit that 
a corporatised Metrowater had 
delivered “substantial benefits”, 
and its “privatisation” would 
yield “additional gains”. 

This bagman for big business 
failed to add that the “substantial 
benefits” all went to the rich at 
the cost of the working class. 

Water Pressure want a council 
vote to abolish Metrowater. 

“We believe the majority of 
councillors oppose Metrowater,” 
Gladwin stated. “It’s very much 
a winnable issue.” 

Meanwhile, the daily battle 
between Metrowater and the 
growing group of non-payers 
goes on in Auckland streets. 


millious of dollers out of something 
we ueed to live? Those hardest hit 
are those with fixed incomes, small 
incomes and large families. Many 
pensioners can no longer alTord to 
water their gardens, and that’s their 
food as well as major enjoyment. 

'k Get involved in Wa¬ 
ter Pressure's fightback. 
Phone 828 0238. Write PO 
Box 10-046 Auckland. 


‘Can’t afford to water the garden’ 
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A JOINT Labour-Alliance ticket 
called City Vision did well in 
Auckland's local body election 
last year. 

They gained enough council 
seats to elect City Vision leader 
Bruce Hucker, an Alliance nomi¬ 
nee, as deputy mayor. 

City Vision’s main plank was the 
abolition of Metrowater. But now 
their reforming zeal is fading. 

Hucker told a council meeting 
in February that he believed the 
government would make water 
commercialisation compulsory. 

It would cost ratepayers a lot to 
dismantle Metrowater, he said, only 
to be forced to set up something 
similar later on. 

He advocated a “wait and see” 
attitude rather than Metrowater’s 
immediate abolition. 

“Huckerissellingout,” comment¬ 
ed Water Pressure media person Jim 
Gladwin. 

City Vision isn’t being pushed 
into action by its biggest backer, the 
Labour Party. 

“Labour is very silent on the 
whole issue,” reports Gladwin. 

He believes a majority of Auck¬ 
land councillors oppose Metro¬ 
water. “But the lead isn’t coming 
from City Vision, it’s coming from 
independent councillors.” 

Water Pressure is hopeful that in¬ 
dependent councillor Bill Christian 
will introduce a motion to abolish 
Metrowater. 

They believe City Vision can be 
pulled along by such a move. 


WHO BENEFITS? 

WATER COMMERCIALISATION 
is part of a larger drive by NZ 
governments over the past 15 
years to sell public assets. 

The Business Roundtable 
says these more market policies 
are beneficial to all NZers. 

We’re told that privatisation 
leads to greater competition and 
therefore lower prices for us. 

Selling off Telecom, we’re 
told, is the reason phone bills are 
smaller. But studies have shown 
that Telecom gouges more out of 
us than do such firms overseas. 

Telecom’s new technology 
and contracting out has resulted 
in thousands of workers losing 
their jobs with minimal savings 
being passed onto customers. 

We’re told that privatisation 
leads to greater efficiency. This 
claim is laughable after last 
year’s Auckland power blackout, 
the result of running electric¬ 
ity services along “commercial 
lines”. 

The resulting competition 
for profits meant different firms 
refusing to work together to 
upgrade Auckland’s cables and 
cutting corners on maintenance. 

Privatisation isn’t for the 
greater good of all NZers. It’s 
pushed by the rich few for the 
benefit of the rich few. 

It’s in the interests of the 80% 
in the working class to fight the 
sale of public assets. 
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Post to SWO, Box 13-685 Auckland. Phone/fax (09) 634 3984. Email socialist-worker@ak.planet.co.nz 
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